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AAUW BRANCH BOARD MEETING 

Monday, June 10, 2019 at 2 pm 

at the home of Ruth Botzow, Pownal, Vermont 

 

Current Board Members Present: Ruth Botzow, Claudia Dalton, Mary Feidner, Margaret 

Howland, Gudrun Hutchins, Madeline Kennedy, Jennifer Kern, Suzanne Kirkpatrick, Cathy 

McClure, Norma McShane, Judy Murphy, Dawn Rodrigues. 

 

Incoming Board Members Present: Beth Hardesty, Julie Mackaman, Kathy Wagenknecht. 

 

Call to Order and Approval of Minutes. Outgoing President Botzow, who thanked her fellow 

board members for their diligent work and valued counsel during her term, called the 

meeting to order at 2 pm and appointed Mackaman as Pro Tem Secretary. McClure moved, 

Feidner seconded that the minutes of the February 11, 2019 board meeting be approved; 

motion carried. 

 

Finances. Treasurer McShane distributed a financial report, from July 1, 2018 (NB: McShane 

took over as Treasurer in September 2018) to May 31, 2019, reflecting $7,690 in available 

and reserve funds. She reported that we raised $4,333 in scholarship support from Silent 

Angels, proceeds from Scratchings sales, Oldcastle Theatre net ticket sales and donations, 

and in memoriam gifts, supplemented by $630 in our account and donations for Marge 

Carter Book Awards. Following the directive in our last board meeting, she conveyed $250 of 

these funds to AAUW for education support. She reported that we raised $580 in donations 

to AAUW's Legal Advocacy Fund (LAF) at the March 2019 social lunch, and $78 in donations 

collected at the May 2019 public meeting. McClure moved, Murphy seconded that the 

financial report be accepted; motion carried. 

 

Advance to Scribble Sisters. Hutchins moved, Rodrigues seconded that the board approve a 

request from the Scribble Sisters to advance $350 for its September 2019 publication, with 

the advance to be repaid from sales and further proceeds to support the scholarship fund; 

motion carried. 

 

Nominations. Rodrigues reviewed the slate of board candidates proposed by the 

Nominating Committee (Kirkpatrick, McClure, Rodrigues), noting progress toward the goal of 

recruiting new board members, including Wagenknecht (President) and Hardesty (new 

position, Member-at-Large). The board discussed the Program Committee, which has four 

members (new member Sheila Mullineaux joins Howland, Mackaman and Rodrigues) but no 

current chair. Mackaman encouraged interested board members to join the committee and 

sign up to organize one meeting. 

 

Communications. Following discussion about requests from members to promote non-

AAUW events, the board agreed to continue our policy of restricting the newsletter and 

email announcements to AAUW activities. Wagenknecht and Rodrigues gave an overview of 

a new branch website they are developing that uses a free AAUW template and support, 
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replacing the AAUW Vermont website that is shortly shutting down. They said that in 

addition to posting our newsletter online, the new website offers members a vehicle for 

announcing other organizations' events. MailChimp, the tool chosen for membership-wide 

announcements and newsletter distribution, potentially has a feature to allow “opt-in” 

distribution of members’ news. Rodrigues and Wagenknecht will research further. 
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Program Costs. Following discussion about the costs of venues for programs ($150-200 a 

year), the board confirmed its decision in the last meeting that, as a temporary measure, 

voluntary donations of up to $20 from board members will be solicited (via email from 

Secretary Pro Tem Mackaman). The board agreed that the issue of paying for program-

related costs will be revisited as part of a future discussion about raising dues; seeking venue 

sponsorships from individual members or, as suggested by McClure, from local companies; 

or drawing upon our reserve fund (currently $800). 

 

Botzow said that with four new "Shape the Future" members, we have earned two 

complimentary AAUW memberships. Howland moved, Kern seconded that we offer the 

memberships to two women to thank them for their involvement in our international 

lecture series (Susan Sgorbati, CAPA, Bennington College) and scholarship program (Lucy 

Robinson, Financial Aid, CCV); motion carried. Botzow will notify them of this decision. 

McClure reported on recent activities to engage Bennington College in our branch, including 

an on-campus presentation in April, and her efforts to persuade the College to rejoin AAUW, 

thus making AAUW resources available at no cost to its students. 

 

AAUW Fund. Hutchins reported on national AAUW's critical financial situation. The board 

agreed to continue our annual support as an unrestricted contribution instead of directing it 

to education and LAF. The board discussed the challenges of raising unrestricted AAUW 

operating support from our members. Rodrigues moved, Feidner seconded that proceeds 

from the 2019 Oldcastle Theatre fundraiser be restricted to local scholarships without (as in 

past years) obligating any of the proceeds to national AAUW for education purposes; motion 

carried. 

 

Budget. Botzow presented a 2019-20 budget proposal, developed by a working group 

formed in the last meeting (Botzow, Hutchins, McShane). The board accepted the proposal 

as a set of guidelines for the coming year, particularly for how to use unrestricted funds from 

membership dues. 

 

Oldcastle Theatre Fundraiser. Feidner and Kennedy reported that the best option for a Fall 

2019 scholarship fundraiser at Oldcastle Theater is an original play by Eric Peterson, Water, 

Water Everywhere (October 4-20), based on PFOA contaminants discovered in the local 

water system. Suggestions for possible guest speakers at the September potluck include Eric 

Peterson or other Oldcastle artistic personnel, or an expert in the area of water pollution 

and decontamination. 

 

New Business. The board discussed the need for a portable microphone system for public 

and other meetings. Mackaman offered to bring her small-scale amplifier to the picnic as a 

trial. In addition to board elections, Feidner may speak at the picnic about local scholarships 

and Silent Angels. Botzow reported on a reception to welcome seven new members hosted 

by Dalton in May 2019; the board discussed ideas for increasing our branch's social 

interactions, including periodic "pop-up" events. 
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Adjournment. McClure moved, Kirkpatrick seconded that the meeting be adjourned; motion 

carried, meeting adjourned at 4 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Julie Mackaman, Pro Tem Secretary 


